Scientific Advisory Group for
Emergencies (SAGE)

SAGE provides scientific and technical advice to support government
decision makers during emergencies.
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Scientific Pandemic Insights
Group on Behaviours (SPI-B)

SPI-B provides advice aimed at anticipating and helping people
adhere to interventions that are recommended by medical or

epidemiological experts.
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Scientific Pandemic Influenza
Group on Modelling (SPI-M)

SPI-M gives expert advice to the Department of Health and Social
Care and wider UK government on scientific matters relating to the
UK’s response to an influenza pandemic (or other emerging human
infectious disease threats). The advice is based on infectious disease

modelling and epidemiology.
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PHE Serology Working Group

The Serology Working Group provides oversight of sero-epidemiology
work for COVID-19 in England and partners with international
colleagues, including the WHO, on these serological studies. The
group monitors and reviews work on the establishment and running of
population-based seroprevalence surveys in England. Sero-
epidemiology is crucial in informing our understanding of the extent of
transmission of SARS-CoV-2, and to monitor how this changes over

time.
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COVID-19 Clinical Information
Network (CO-CIN)

CO-CIN collates clinical information from the usual health care records
of people of all ages admitted to hospital in the UK to characterise the
clinical features of patients with severe COVID-19 in the UK.
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Environmental Modelling Group

(EMG)

The purpose of this group is to identify and steer the role that
environmental modelling, data analysis and environmental sampling
can play in understanding COVID-19 transmission, with a view to
understanding transmission routes, factors that influence this and the
impact of environmental and behavioural interventions and mitigations

at a mechanistic level.
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Children’s Task and Finish
Working Group (TFC)

The group provides consolidated scientific health advice to

government. Subject advice focuses on the transmission of COVID-
19 in children and within schools, ensuring research questions are fed

into relevant studies and UKRI/ funders for new funding.
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Hospital Onset COVID-19 Working
Group (HOCI)

This working group focuses on hospital-onset COVID-19 infection
(HOCI) and its purpose is to provide thought leadership, direction to
analysis and precipitate policy change and interventions that lead to a
rapid and sustained reduction in the rate of HOCI.
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Ethnicity Subgroup

This subgroup advises on COVID-19 risks and impacts for minority

ethnic groups.
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Social Care Working Group

(SCWG)

The Social Care Working group provides expert modelling and
evidence review functions to support scientifically based policy
decisions to limit the impact of COVID-19 in social care service

provision.
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